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Why do we make students repeat questions 
answered incorrectly? 

What is the marking threshold, and what has it 
got to do with students repeating questions 
answered incorrectly?



Why do we make students repeat questions they 
answer incorrectly?
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• Research consistently shows that successive relearning outperforms all other 
learning strategies

• Dunlovsky & Rawson; Higham et al.

• It consists of:

• Spaced sessions of retrieval practise . . . 

• . . . where students repeat to mastery (until they answer everything correctly)

• . . . receiving corrective feedback after every attempt

• Repetition to mastery is a crucial element of this optimal learning strategy

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/09637214221100484?journalCode=cdpa
https://psycnet.apa.org/doiLanding?doi=10.1037%2Fedu0000693
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What is the marking threshold & why does it exist?

● Many of our questions contain multiple marks, 
○ So students may get some correct and some incorrect

● There is a trade-off between:
○ The need for students to ‘repeat to mastery’
○ The desire to limit the frequency with which students have to repeat 

multiple-mark questions they have already scored highly on 

● The marking threshold gives schools control over this trade-off
○ It is the score the student must reach on an individual question to have it 

removed from the set
○ The default is 0.5 (50%) - but teachers can adjust

■ Click on this link to launch a guide (with images) that explains how

https://www.gcseprepper.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/How-do-I-change-the-marking-threshold_-1.pdf

